THE MESSENG
X1 7=
Wesley Memorial United Church

INSIDE THIS ISSUE Thank You. The life of the church thrives because
of the efforts of many people, some visible and
1 From the Minister’'s Keyboard others which are out of site. In June Mary Bernard
finished her service as kitchen supply coordinator
Specia] Meeting’ Anniversary Events for the kitchen. She was the one who made sure
the kitchen was stocked and ready for use. Thank
7 Family News you Mary. Also, thank you to Gus Alexander for all
the time and work he puts into the church. It is very
11 Events Schedule much appreciated.
Dr. Phil
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OUR CONGREGATION

FROM THE MINISTER’S KEYBOARD
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| took the picture above while on a Ribbon Snake
sweep this summer along Grafton Lake in Kejikujik
National Park and Historic Site. | call it “Dancing
Trees”.

The dead trees in the picture were once thriving
trees before the fish hatchery on the lake was built
and the river was dammed. They were part of the
forest which was flooded as a result. When the
hatchery was closed the dam was opened and the
water drained away leaving a forest of stumps. If
you look closely at the stumps you will find that life
is returning as their decay nurtures life afresh.

The lake is a symbol of change. Through all the
changes life around the lake has thrived and
survived. The change is good.

Such is the lesson God gives us for the life of the
church and the congregations of which it is made
up. There is always change. Like the lake, if a
church is alive, it is changing.

Wesley Ringers, Victoria Park, Aug. 25
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Downtown Moncton Centre-Ville inc. held a tree
planting Aug. 21 at Wesley. From L-R are Dr. Phil,
Matthew Dickson, Brody Kelly, Emily Mundle and
DMCI President Lawrence Forbes.

Chocolate Prizes at Betty Jennings Fashion Show

We had visitors from England come to the
church this September on a visit to Canada. They
had a Bible that had been given to the family from
Wesley Memorial. It had an inscription from the
Wesley Memorial United Church Sunday School
around 1927. The names they were looking for in
our archives were Evans and Pennycook. They

were very impressed with the church. She advised
that many people in England are now searching
their family tree and heritage. They also said they
checked our website regularly and thought the
church was very busy and active but would like to
see some old pictures and historical items put on
the site.

xtr

SPECIAL MEETING

There will be an important congregational
meeting on October 18 (originally scheduled for
October 4). There will be a vote on a Finance
Committee motion and a town hall session to
discuss recent developments in the Wesley
Memorial Vision Committee's search for partners.
A motion concerning the future of Wesley Memorial
will be presented at this meeting for discussion and
consideration. In recognition of the fact that this
motion could have long term impact on the face of
the United Church in Moncton, the same
information presented at this meeting will be sent
to all members and adherents for whom addresses
are known. A second meeting will be held on
November 8 (originally scheduled for October 18)
for any final discussion prior to a vote being held
on the motion. The results of this vote will be
announced prior to the adjournment of the
meeting. The Vision Committee  strongly
recommends that anyone who can attend these
meetings, should.

xtr

ANNIVERSARY and SPIRIT TALK

ONE GOD MANY FAITHS
This event is evolving into an interfaith

council for Southeast New Brunswick. nrd
SMALL-GROUPS oty
Small Groups theme will be “Change BB
in the Church”. Kickoff meeting will be T

Oct. 28", 7 PM in the parlour.

CELEBRATE THE 118" ANNIVERSARY OF
WESLEY MEMORIAL

This important milestone in our

history will be marked at an

afternoon  worship including

special music made up of

handbells, organ and choir.

The winner of the Maritime

Prize for Excellence in

Preaching will deliver the award

winning sermon “Change is Good”.
Sunday, November 1* - 2:30 PM — sanctuary -
reception to follow in the gym

xtr
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IN SYMPATHY

The Rev. K. William (Bill) Fraser served at
Wesley from 1974-1987. Many members of the
congregation attended his funeral in Dartmouth.

Obituary:

Sympathy is extended to the
family of the Rev. Bill Fraser,
72, Dartmouth, who passed
away Aug. 27, 2009, at home.
Born in New Glasgow, he grew
up in Trenton. Bill was a son of
Kimball and Christene
(Somerville) Fraser. He is
survived by his wife of 48
years, Hilary (Watson). He was the loving father of
Graeham (Cathy), BC; Bruce (Jennifer), Toronto,
Ont.; Ruth (Glen), BC; special Papa to Rosalynd
and Sophie. He is also survived by siblings, Margie
(Wallace), Fox Harbour; Jim (Paulette) Fraser,
Trenton; Diane (Rev. John) Patterson, Trenton,
and many wonderful, loving nieces, nephews and
cousins. Bill attended schools in Trenton and New
Glasgow, Mount Allison University, Sackville, NB
and Pine Hill Divinity Hall, Halifax. He was
ordained from Maritime Conference United Church
of Canada on June 11, 1961. Bill served pastoral
charges in Musquodoboit Harbour; Saltsprings;
Lorneville, NB; Wesley United Church, Moncton,
NB; Port Hawkesbury; Grace United Church,
Dartmouth, and retired in 1999. He served
Presbytery and Conference United Church of
Canada in various capacities, also enjoying his
community volunteer work up to the time of his
death. Visitation will be held Sun. from 6-8 p.m.
with a memorial service on Mon. at 11 a.m., all in
Grace United Church, Ochterloney St., Dartmouth.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Heart and Stroke Foundation of NS, Grace United
Church, United Church Mission & Service Fund,
Dartmouth General Hospital, or a charity of your
choice. Arrangements entrusted to A. L. Mattatall
Funeral Home. Expressions of sympathy may be
sent to: condolences.mattatall @ns.aliantzinc.ca
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HOW TO LISTEN TO A SERMON

The United Church places particular value on the
preaching of the gospel. God’s word comes to us
through the Holy Spirit, the gospel of Jesus Christ,
and preaching rooted in Holy Scripture. Getting
something out of church includes diligent listening
to the sermon and active mental participation.

Review active listening skills.

While the listener in this case doesn’t get to speak,
the sermon is still a conversation. Make mental
notes as you listen. Take notice of where and why
you react and which emotions you experience.

Take notes to recall more information and get more
out of the sermon.

Note-taking promotes active listening and provides
a good basis for later reflection. It also allows you
to return to confusing or complicated parts at your
own leisure. Some churches provide paper for
notes. Jot down key phrases so you can inspire
yourself (not so you can google them to see if the
minister  downloaded the sermon from
www.desperatepreacher.com).

Listen for the good news and make connections
with your own life.

Ask yourself, what does this have to do with my
experience and the issues in my own life? A good
sermon can comfort, challenge, and help you to
see options where previously you felt there were
none.

Maintain good posture. Avoid slouching.

Sit upright with your feet planted firmly on the
ground and your palms on your thighs. Beware of
the impulse to slouch, cross your arms, or lean
against your neighbour, as these can encourage
drowsiness. Sleep can cause snoring!

Review.

If you've taken written notes, read them later that
day or the next day. If you've taken mental notes,
review them in a quiet moment. You may want to
discuss the sermon with your family or others in
your church. Consider sharing your review with
others on a weekly basis. If you have questions or
need clarification, talk with the preacher.

Be Aware

You may cry tears of joy during the sermon, or you
may experience a feeling of conviction, or you may
feel nothing in particular. This is all normal.

Unofficial United Church Handbook

xtr

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
HELP

District Deliverers WANTED!
To keep costs down, The Messenger

and other church correspondence is

delivered to our church family by a district system.
The greater Moncton area is divided into districts
and volunteers deliver the church correspondence
to members and adherents of Wesley. If you have
been receiving church correspondence by Canada
Post, your district needs a deliverer. Contact the
church office to volunteer.

Sunday School, Teachers, Committees

The CD Committee is looking for people to help in
the Sunday School and/or on the committee. Also
various committees of the church could use some
help. If you are interested in mission outreach or
property, speak to Dr. Phil, any member of the
Board or contact the church office.

|
The Messenger, Fall 2009 - 3



xtr

DONATE YOUR CANADIAN TIRE
MONEY TO THE CHURCH .

We collect Canadian Tire money! Bring

your Canadian Tire money to the church

(box at church entrances or put through

church office mail slot) or mail it to the office.
“Money” collected will be used by the church for
maintenance and janitorial supplies.

tr

BE A GREEN ENTHUSIAST

Help us recycle and raise funds at the
same time!

The church accepts the following:

- newsprint, including slick inserts pfﬁeéiif;g
- telephone books, - magazines and God's World

catalogues
- “junk mail” (including envelopes, light card stock)
- restaurant take-out drink trays

You may leave your items outside the second set
of doors on Dufferin St. which is will soon be
named Entrance G.

We also collect returnable beverage containers.

xtr

BETTY JENNINGS GROUP

The Betty Jennings Group meets the last Sunday
of each month except during the summer. We are
always looking for new members and welcome any
ladies of the congregation to join our lively group.

We had a very successful fashion show in
September; tickets sold out well in advance. We
are also hosting a bridge marathon twice monthly
from September-May in the church hall again this
year with an increase in participants.

The Betty Jennings Group is also selling
Church stain glass window blank note
cards; five cards for $5.00. Contact any
member of the Betty Jennings Group or
the church office

xtr

JCHOIR S

Men’s Choir will be leading the Remembrance
Worship Service on Nov. 8.

We are starting to prepare our Christmas music,
made up of handbells, choir and organ, and
possibly other instruments, which will be presented
on Dec. 13™.

The senior choir is always looking for a few good
voices to join them. Practice is every Wednesday
at 7 PM in the sanctuary. Contact Mike Day if you
are interested in joining this lively and fun-loving
group.!
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CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT

The Christian Development (CD) Committee is
looking for those interested in the Christian
development of the church to be a part of their
Committee. Contact Dr. Phil or the church office to
find out more information. Now is your chance to
get involved.

Nursery

Our nursery is available every
Sunday during the church service.
Our coordinator is Arlene Mundle.

Sunday School

The Sunday School welcomes
children every Sunday morning.
Children sit in church for a portion of
the service and then go downstairs to
our Sunday school area for activities.
Curriculum used is One Room
Sunday School. Come and join us!

SUNDAY
;*g} @]
SCHOOL

Adult Bible Class

Al members of the
congregation, regardless
of previous Bible-study
exposure, are invited to
take part in an hour-long study on Sunday
mornings, from 9:40-10:40 AM, in an informal
setting in the parlour, with a very friendly group of
persons.

tr

4 Adult Bible
o Study

FINANCE

The Finance Committee
thanks all those who
»  Financial supported the church
through the Spring
Appeal.

Our monthly breakfasts started once again in
September with over 120 people served. The next
finance committee organized breakfast is
scheduled for November. Your ongoing support is
appreciated and extra volunteers are always
welcome.

Thanks is extended to all members who continue
to support the church so generously through
weekly envelopes or PAR. However, at the end of
the summer we found ourselves facing a number
of unpaid bills, as the givings during the holiday
period fell short of the ongoing expenses. Please
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consider the church's financial situation as we
head into another fall heating season. Please note
there will be a congregational meeting to be held
October 18" to address the financial shortfall, with
the possibility of withdrawing additional funds from
the endowment fund. Your generous gifts in the
near future will help eliminate or minimize the need
for this withdrawal.

If you cannot make it to church services, post-
dated cheques are always welcome or you may
wish to consider using PAR.

What is PAR?
: PAR or Pre-Authorized
P/ Remittance, is a  program
C > administered by The United
Church of Canada that allows you
to contribute to Wesley Memorial through a
monthly withdrawal from your bank. If you are not
on PAR for your offering, why not consider it? A
pamphlet, including an application form, is included
in this issue of The Messenger. Just mail or drop
the form off at the office. If you have any questions,
call the church office (382-4180). PAR is a great
opportunity for those whose church attendance is
other than weekly but wish to contribute regularly
to support the church.

Donations made to the church receive an
official receipt for income tax purposes.

Offering envelopes

For those who wish to contribute to the church
through the weekly offering, church offering
envelopes are available through the church office.
Post-dated cheques are another option.

Memorial Cards

For those wishing to make a donation in memory of
a loved one, Wesley Memorial United Church
Memorial Cards are available through the church
office, at the back of the sanctuary and at local
funeral homes. Instructions on how to fill out the
card and make a donation are noted on the card.
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MEN’S CLUB

The Men’s Club meets the second Sunday of every
month at 8:00 AM for a breakfast meeting (except
June, July & August).

Our next fundraising activity is our famous annual
Salmon Supper on October 24, 2009 from 4:00-
6:00 PM. Our gourmet chefs and sous chefs will be
out in number and we hope you will all come out
and support us. You can purchase tickets from any
member of the Men’s Club or the church office.

Our next meeting will be November 8 at 8:00 AM
and all men of the congregation and guests are
invited to join us.

xtr

MISSION OUTREACH

The Committee thanks the

congregation for their loyal support to
\ﬁ the M & S Fund. Included in The
ﬁ Messenger is a Mandate magazine
focusing on the M&S Fund.

tr

PASTORAL CARE

Visiting shut-ins and those in hospital has been the
focus of the Committee recently.

In addition to the pastoral care provided by
Dr. Phil, members of our congregation reach out to
others in a variety of ways.

Coffee & Conversation
Every Sunday following our 11:00 AM
worship service, the congregation is
invited to remain for refreshment and
'O) the deepening of friendship. This is an
! opportunity for each person to make
contact and share his/her journey as a
valued individual within our community of faith.

Volunteers are always needed and welcome. If you
wish to help out, contact our coordinator
Carol Holdsworth.

Pantry

Our pantry is always in need of non- C/iurc/i
perishable food items (cereal, peanut

butter, canned milk, etc.) so assistance

can be offered to people in the .
community.  Our  coordinator is \Pdlltl}'
Al Holdsworth.

Prayer Chain
@ O Anyone who has a prayer
D ; .{Vi.@ concern may call Olive
a7 Burgess, Lenora Hudson

or the church office. All
concerns are handled with love and confidentiality.

Seniors Luncheon

The seniors luncheons are set for Oct. 15 (Unit 1
hosts - meatballs), Nov. 19 (Men’s Club hosts —
roast beef dinner) and Dec. 10 (UCW Executive
hosts — Christmas turkey dinner). The UCW will be
having a craft & bake table at the luncheons with
various items including books, crafts and baking for
sale.

If you know of a shut-in who would like to receive a
meal at this time, contact the church office. We call
three to four people on this list each month (on a
rotating basis) and deliver a meal to them.

|
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Taping of Church services

Church tapes are kept on file for two years before
they are erased for the next service. If you would
like to hear a service that was taped, contact the
church office. Shut-ins and hospital patients can
receive church service tapes by contacting the
church office or Harry Fraser.

Visitation

Wesley members do a remarkable job of visiting
and/or telephoning shut-ins. If you have time to
give, contact Dr. Phil.

Website www.wesleymemorialuc.com
The church website is updated regularly.

Get all the info you need from our website
including the weekly bulletin, upcoming events,
The Messenger, Annual Report, pictures and
more.

Give a thought to getting involved with the Pastoral
Care committee. We have important duties to
perform and your participation would be
appreciated.

tr

PROPERTY

We thank everyone who
helped out on Arbour Day
in June. This summer the
kitchen and stage were
painted and the kitchen
floor stripped and waxed
and the kitchen cupboards
cleaned. Thanks to the
Men’s Club and the Betty
Jennings Group for all their financial support.
Thank you to Gus Alexander, Arnold Rogers,
Gordon Bernard, Harry Fraser, Ron McWilliam and
Steven Armour for all their help. Also thanks to
George Mundle to painting the stairs and
wheelchair ramp. Thanks to Gus Alexander, Harry
Fraser, George Mundle and Gordon Bernard for
keeping the grounds maintained.

Work on the church building is ongoing with repairs
still required on windows, parking lot, fence and
roof. Entrances will soon be designated by a letter.

Entrance doors have at times been left unlocked or
left ajar. The doors coming into the sanctuary need
to be locked by key. The doors off Dufferin St. are
self-locking but need to be closed tightly to be
locked. Please make sure when you are arriving or
leaving the church that doors are locked securely.

xtr

UNITED CHURCH WOMEN

We invite everyone to come out

and enjoy the Silent Auction on

Saturday afternoon, October 17th

y from 2 - 4 o'clock. Open to the

/ public with no admission, there will

be open bidding and everyone

should have obtained the items on

which they were the successful bidder by 4 PM.

There will be antiques, collectables and treasures

of all kinds. Delectable desserts with tea or coffee

will be available for $3.50 per person and | hear we

might even be able to attract a comedian! Lots of
fun anyway. Come and bring a friend or two.

We are also planning our Fall Rummage Sale for
Monday, October 26th from 9 AM to 6 PM and
would welcome winter clothing and household
items, which may be dropped off at the Church
during office hours.

If you are new to Wesley Memorial or just haven't
had time for UCW until now and would like to join
us, you are welcome. All units meet once a month,
three on weekday afternoons and one on Tuesday
evening. All units gather together on the last
Monday of each month, (except December, June,
July & August) for a general meeting.

xtr

WESLEY RINGERS

The handbell choir is a

community-based
group with ringers (men
and women) coming to
Wesley Memorial from
all areas of the City and surrounding areas to
participate in this enjoyable activity. Contact
Shirley Alexander (853-9357) if you or someone
you know may be interested in joining this active
group.

Everyone is invited to our Christmas Handbell
Concert on December 6, 2009, 2:30 PM at
Wesley Memorial. Come hear the beautiful sound
of handbells and chimes. A free will offering will be
taken. Refreshments served following the concert.
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WORSHIP

All members of the Congregation are encouraged
to enrich their spiritual life through regular
participation in Sunday worship.

October 11", 11:00 AM -
Thanksgiving Sunday —
Remembering for what we are
thankful.

October 18", 11:00 AM - World Food
Sunday — Take action against local
hunger by bringing a food gift for the
pantry of our church.

November 1, 2:30 PM — Anniversary
Worship Celebration — Celebrating the 118"
anniversary of the founding of
Wesley Memorial. The winner of
the Maritime Excellence in
Preaching Prize will deliver the
sermon.

November 8", 11:00 AM — Remembrance
Worship — Remembering the sacrifice
others have made for us.

November 29", 11:00 AM — Hanging of the
Greens — Memorial and Celebration
Ornaments will be used to decorate the
sanctuary Christmas tree. If you wish to
hang your memorial ornament on the
tree yourself, please advise the office so
your ornament can be set out

B =
appropriately. We have a limited number g;,% W

of large “White Doves” available to adorn
our tree for a minimum $15.00 donation
each. If interested, contact the church office.

=

Greeters

Greeters are important contributors to

our worship services. Helping persons '
attending feel at home will encourage Greeters
them to return. Volunteers are needed

to greet the congregation on Sunday mornings
before church service. Contact the church office or
speak to our coordinator Barbara Wilbur.

Lay Readers

We are always looking for people who
would like to read the first scripture at
Sunday morning service. To volunteer,
please call the church office or speak to
our coordinator Margaret Eaton.

Sunday Bulletins
Anyone wishing to dedicate the bulletin “In Memory
of” or “In Celebration of’, the cost is $10.00.
Flowers may also be dedicated. Call the church
office (382-4180).

If you would like to request baptism, join Wesley
Memorial as a member or transfer your
membership, please speak with Dr. Phil.

xtr

FAMILY NEWS

Congratulations to Elizabeth Armour on receiving
an Honorary Life Membership presented by the
New Brunswick Registered Music Teacher’s
Association on July 10, 2009 at the Canadian
Federation of Music Teacher's Association
convention in Sackville.

Congratulations to Ken & Karen Geldart on
adding a new black lab puppy named “Molly” to
their home.

Congratulations to Robyn Scott and Mona Scott
on adding a new dog named “Stella” to their home.

Congratulations to Tammy Fraser on her recent
engagement. We hear a wedding is planned for
September 2010. Tammy is the daughter of David
& Peggy Fraser.

Congratulations to Tom Garland & Kristan
Fontaine on the birth of their son Nathan James
Garland on April 17, 2009. Proud grandparents
are Wendy & Roger Saunders and great-
grandparents Shirley & Gus Alexander.

Congratulations to Jillian (McArdle) & Andrew
Woijcicki on the birth of their second son, Alex on
April 14, 2009. Proud grandparents are Jennifer &
Dan McArdle.

Congratulations to Kari (McArdle) and Joey
Deschambault, on their marriage on Oct. 10, 2009
at St. Augustine’s Church. Kari is the daughter of
Jennifer & Daniel McArdle.

Congratulations to those who have become
parents, grandparents or great grandparents
recently.

Molly (7 weeks old) slept on Karen’s desk while
everyone worked, June 3
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Maritime Church  Administrator’'s  Association
Conference, Tatamagouche Centre, June 5-7. Our
office administrator, Karen, is on the far right.

Camp Ta-Wa-Si Covenanting Service, June 28

If you have any family news you would like to
share, contact the office at 382-4180 or email
office@wesleymemorialuc.com

-

~

HOLY BAFTISM
Congratulations to those recently baptized at
Wesley Memorial:

June 28 — Lexie Dawn Hayes Morton,
daughter of Sherry Hayes & James Morton

June 28 — Phoebe-Anne, Smith, daughter of
Michelle Appleby & Aaron Smith

Aug. 9 — Trudy Scott

Sept. 20 — Brennan Steve Parent, son of
Crystal Parent

2

| /)/ r(/(Z'/_zy.)

Congratulations to those recently married at
Wesley Memorial:

Aug. 15 — Trudy Scott & David DeAdder
Aug. 22 — Melissa Geldart & Michael Schmidt

Best wishes to those celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries. Know that our best wishes go with
you for another year.

Birthday wishes are sent to those who turn 80
and over during the months of October-November:

Oct. 1 — Lois Hicks
Oct. 1 — Ron McWilliam
Oct. 2 — Elsie Maclintyre A

Oct. 2 — John Stordy O’
Ve

Oct. 26 — Jean Reid Q

Oct. 31 — Eunice Steeves

Nov. 6 — George Colpitts BIRTHDAYS
Nov. 15 — Edith Chapman aVOUR

Nov. 22 — Agnes Ermen (.0\(.“!{’.,\"0,\
Nov. 23 — Ella Parkin ;
Nov. 27 — Pauline Darrah

ﬂnniversary

Anniversary wishes are sent to those celebrating
wedding anniversaries of 50 years or more during
the months of October-November:

Murray & Ann Ross — Oct. 1

Ron & Audrey McWilliam — Oct. 4
Marilyn & Benson MacDiarmid — Nov. 20
William & Marion MacDonald — Nov. 22

Ve
[, $)

-3,
I'n Sympathy

Sympathy is extended to those who have lost
loved ones recently and those who remember the
death of loved ones at this time. May God grant
you peace. Recently departed:

Orrie Blank — May 22

Jean Stone — May 26

Jean McKiel — July 2
Sherman Gildart — July 20
M. Joyce Hayward — Aug. 19
J. Thomas Fraser — Aug. 19
Beulah Roode — Sept. 5
Donald Matheson — Sept. 6
Shirley Wry — Sept. 12

Ada Alexander — Sept. 13

Prayers go to those who are in hospital or at home
who are recovering from illness.

Condolences to all those who have lost pets
and/or have had to make the difficult decision to
put them down:

Sami-Pie — Mona Scott and Robyn Scott

xtr
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INTERNSHIP IN PARIS

Jordan Rice, son of John & Linda Rice and
grandson of Ron & Audrey McWilliam has
received the ideal internship job for his architecture
studies. He is studying/working at the architecture
firm of Dorell Ghotmeh Tane Architects in Paris,
France until Christmas.

Jordan left on Sept. 9 and has put all his free time
to good use by touring many sights in Paris. He
was thrilled with the view from the bell tower at
Notre Dame and found the windows in the
St. Chapelle to be amazing with each panel telling
the story of a book from the Bible, and the Louvre.

His work started on Sept. 14 and is only a 15
minute walk from his apartment. His only
complaint, thus far, about Paris is that he may
have to become a vegetarian while there, as he
doesn’t take to the fact that the butchers have the
meat out in the sun all day.

He is working on three projects right now. One is
for a museum in Estonia, one for a competition in
Souse Tunesia and another for a fashion exhibit in
Holland. There are eight other interns there as
well: two from England, one from Ireland, one from
Australia, two from Japan, one from Greece and
one from Spain. The principles (partners we call
them) of the architecture firm are from Italy,
Lebanon and Japan, so he really is having a
multicultural experience.

Jordan returns in January to Dalhousie University
where he has been named as a Sexton Scholar
and recently received the designation as a Gold
Key Honours Student representing the top 15% of
students at Dalhousie.

xtr

UNITED CHURCH ELECTS
NEW MODERATOR

Mardi Tindal, from Hamilton
Conference, has been
elected as the next
Moderator of The United
Church of Canada.

Tindal was chosen on the
fifth ballot at the 40th
General Council in
& Kelowna, British Columbia.

The Rev. Maya Landell,

from London Conference, was the other nominee
on the final ballot. Landell moved for a unanimous
adoption of the election results, seconded by Jim

Angus, from British Columbia Conference, who
was also a candidate for Moderator.

In her remarks to commissioners, Tindal first
expressed thanks to the other seven candidates. "I
expect that each of you, like me, has had your faith
deepened this week by the witness of all the other
moderatorial nhominees. | have been inspired by
each of you,” said Tindal. Calling on all the
nominees by name, she encouraged them to
continue to walk with her. She added that the
candidates had formed a particularly special
relationship throughout the week.

Tindal, 56, also thanked her family, including her
mother, her husband, Doug, and their two sons,
Chris and Alex. She drew the attention of the
Council to the power of prayer in her own family.

"Mom, | know you're praying for me in this
moment, as you have in every moment since | was
born," she said. "I hope you know how grateful |
am for that."

An adult educator, author, and video producer who
has served in several roles at all levels of the
church, Tindal is currently Executive Director of
Five Oaks Centre, one of the United Church's
education centres. Her home congregation is
Sydenham United Church in Brantford, Ontario,
where Tindal lives. She also previously served as
co-host of the former United Church television
program Spirit Connection.

Tindal told the Council that the lectionary readings
from Ephesians 4:25

5:2 this week had particularly moved her as she
contemplated the rules that she and the church will
share for the sake of their abundant life together in
Christ.

The passage spoke of putting aside malice and
bitterness. Tindal said that these two traits were

|
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not completely unknown to the church and that the
words in Ephesians provided good advice.

"As the writer of Ephesians has said, let us 'live in
love as Christ loved us." As Jim Angus said to
some of us this afternoon, we will walk together,"
she said. "Let us do so in order that we may love
God, creation, and one another with all our heart
and all our soul.”

Looking ahead at the next three years, Tindal
spoke of entering into a covenant with the church
"as we live into ministry together." Tindal
concluded her remarks by suggesting a
spontaneous hymn from More Voices, "We Will
Take What You Offer." As the band members were
moving to the stage, Tindal started with an a
cappella version.

The outgoing Moderator, the Rt. Rev. David
Guiliano, later told the Council that many years ago
Tindal had been one of his camp directors and that
he had a crush on her at that time.

In addition to Tindal, Landell, and Angus, the other
Moderator candidates were the Rev. Dr. Ross
Bartlett, from Maritime Conference, the Rev. Dr.
James Christie from the Conference of Manitoba
and Northwestern Ontario, the Rev. Richard
Hollingsworth from the Bay of Quinte Conference,
the Rev. Dr. Stephen Mabee, from Toronto
Conference, and the Rev. John Thompson, from
the All Native Circle Conference.

Tindal is the fourth layperson to be elected to the
position of Moderator. The last lay Moderator was
Dr. Marion Best, who was elected in 1994,

Tindal was installed during a service at the General
Council on August 15.
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NEW MODERATOR PASSIONATE
ABOUT CREATION

She tweets. She's green. She's media savvy.
She's animated.

That's Mardi Tindal, the 56-year-old newly elected
Moderator of The United Church of Canada.

Speaking to reporters shortly after her election on
August 14, it was obvious she will bring to her
position as Moderator a visible passion for
creation, for people, for the diversity of the United
Church, and for living in the abundance of God's
grace.

During her time with reporters she was effusive
and warm, speaking in an evenly modulated voice
well-honed through years of media work. She was
at times lively and passionate about her ongoing
convictions and deep sense of call to offer herself
to the church in its highest elected office. The new

Moderator is also an avid user of communication
technology, posting a "tweet" (a short online
comment) just minutes after she was elected.

"Let me say how excited | am to have this
opportunity to serve the church in this way," said
Tindal, who is the fourth lay Moderator. "I have a
passion for continuing the work that has been done
so well."

Tindal's hope is to support the church in its desire
to live in covenant relationship with God and with
each other.

"I am committed to encouraging young leaders,"
said Tindal, who is the Executive Director of the
Five Oaks Centre, near Paris, Ontario, a United
Church education centre.

"l am deeply committed to [a] right relationship with
creation, in and beyond our faith community,” she
said.

"I will be inviting the church to imagine new ways
of caring for creation," says Tindal, noting that this
calls for "small actions and very significant large
actions. It's bigger than us, but we are called to
portray the integrity of creation.

"When 1 talk with youth and young adults in the
church, it's their passion as well,” says Tindal, an
adult educator, author, and video producer who
has served in several roles at all levels of the
church.

In conversation, she passes on stories of people
undertaking changes in their own lifestyles, or
other actions, that will offset the carbon emissions
of someone else. In fact, she may invite others in
the church to take actions that will offset the
carbon emissions related to her travel across the
church as Moderator.

Raised in the rural community of Victoria Square,
Ontario, and now living in Brantford, Ontario, she
has an M.A. in psychology from the University of
Toronto.

To a church struggling at times with the perception
of inadequate resources, she would say, "What's
most important is to discern what's faithful, set a
course, trust in God's abundance, and invite
people into it."

One of her spiritual disciplines is to begin each day
with 20 to 30 minutes of silence-the practice of
Christian meditation-to be silent, still, and simple.
"In those times I'm reminded of God's abundance,
and things are put in their proper perspective, and
the day is different as a result," she said.

Tindal noted that she has been shaped profoundly
by Parker Palmer and the Centre for Courage &
Renewal in Bainbridge Island, Washington. It is
there she learned about the concept of circles of
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trust. "I am committed to creating safe space," said
Tindal, "for souls to show up completely."”

In 2008, the United Church's Francis Sandy
Theological Centre honoured Tindal as a
Companion of the centre. Her work as a video
producer and presenter has been seen on TVO,
affiliated CTV stations, Anglican Video, and on
VisionTV, where she was co-host of the United
Church television show Spirit Connection.

Tindal's international church experience includes
leading pilgrimages to lona (Scotland), continuing
education in Jamaica, and giving leadership within
the global ecumenical network of retreat centres.

Her active involvement in the life of the church
continues as a member of Sydenham Street United
Church in Brantford, Ontario, and as a member of
Erie Presbytery.
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Minister Rev. Dr. Philip G.A. Griffin-Allwood
Minister Emeritus the Rev. Paul Cumming
Music Director Mike Day
Office Administrator Karen Geldart
Contact us:

Wesley Memorial United Church

168 Cameron St., Moncton, NB E1C 5Y9
Office: 382-4180 Fax: 855-6122
Minister: 855-3964

Office email: office @wesleymemorialuc.com
Minister email: minister@wesleymemorialuc.com
Website: www.wesleymemorialuc.com

Please let us know:

If your mailing address, telephone number or email
address is incorrect or has changed; advise us of
your birthday, anniversary or other important event.
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publication are those of the authors and, not necessarily

Laughing at ourselves as well as with each other
gives a surprising sense of togetherness.
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gg@mlnq Events-

Oct.

11 11 AM

Thanksgiving Sunday Worship
& Sunday School

Oct.
Oct.

15 12 PM
17 2-4 PM

Seniors Luncheon
Silent Auction

Oct.

18 11 AM

World Food Sunday Worship
& Sunday School

Special Meeting of Congregation

Worship & Sunday School

Atlantic Salmon Supper
Rummage Sale
Small Group Kickoff Meeting

Remembrance Worship
& Sunday School

.14 8-11 AM

Special Meeting of Congregation
Monthly Board Meeting
Pancake Breakfast

.15 11 AM

Worship & Sunday School ‘

.19 12 PM

Seniors Luncheon

.22 11 AM

Worship & Sunday School ‘

.29 11 AM

Hanging of the Greens Worship
& Sunday School

.6 3PM

Bell Choir Christmas Concert
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SEATS 7

SEATS 7
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Coincidence?

If you'd like to cruise by any Sunday,
we’ll have a pew waiting for you and the family.
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