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FROM THE MINISTER õS KEYBOARD  

The seasons of Advent and Christmas are ones of new 
beginnings. This is a time of new beginnings in a new 
church calendar year. There is perhaps no better symbol 
of new beginnings than a baby. 

The font in the picture was donated by my great 
grandparents in memory of their grandparents in the late 
nineteenth/early twentieth century to the Methodist 
Church in Western Bay, Newfoundland. When a new 
building, for worship, McDowell United Church, was built, 
the font was removed from its original setting and placed 
in a stand which reflected the design and decor of the 
new location. 

Jesus' birth is an old story which challenges us every 
year to think of and seek new beginnings. The old 
marble font in a new setting reminds us that the old story 
of God's grace is constantly being made new. 

Dr. Phil 

 

OUR CONGREGATION  

The church has been busy this fall with Pancake 
Breakfasts, Menôs Club Annual ñAtlanticò Salmon 
Supper, Bridge, UCW Unit meetings, Choir practices, 
Anniversary Service, UCW Rummage Sale, and UCW 
Silent Auction. 

 
        Seniors Luncheon, Oct. 15 

 

 
UCW Silent Auction, Oct. 17 

 

 
 

 
Menôs Club Salmon Supper, Oct. 24 
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UCW Rummage Sale, Oct. 26 

 

 
Maritime Price for Excellence in Preaching 2009 winner, 

Barbara Hughes (center) with Mary Ellen MacKinnon, Chair of 
the Worship Committee, and 

Dr. Phil at the Anniversary Celebration reception, Nov. 1 
 

 
 

 
Anniversary Celebration, Nov. 1 

 

 

 
Remembrance Service, Nov. 8 

 

 
Pancake Breakfast, Nov. 14 

 

HOW TO RESPOND TO A DISRUPTION 

DURING CHURCH  

Disruptions during church are inevitable. The goal is to 
soften their impact. 

1. Simply ignore the offending event, if possible. 
Many disruptions are brief and the persons involved act 
quickly to quiet them. Avoid embarrassing others; 
maintain your attention on the worship activity. 

2. Some disruptions cannot be ignored and may threaten 
to continue indefinitely. 
The agony will go on unless you act. Consider the 
following types: 

Active Children 
Your Children: You are most familiar with your own 
family. If you sense an outburst will end quickly, allow it 
to pass. If not, consider escorting the child out of the 
sanctuary for a little quiet time, then returning. (Some 
congregations have nurseries or ñcry roomsò with 
speakers where you can continue to hear the service.) 
Note: Under all circumstances, children should be made 
to feel welcome in worship! 

Someone Elseôs Children: Politely offer to assist, 
perhaps by helping to occupy the child quietly or by 
escorting the parent and tot to the lobby, nursery, or cry 
room. 

Personal Electronics 
Your Personal Electronics: Turn off cell phones, pagers, 
and other electronic alarms immediately and discreetly. 
If contact is made and the message is critical, go to the 
lobby and call back. Under no circumstances should you 
answer your phone during worship. 
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Someone Elseôs Personal Electronics: Politely ask them 
to respect worship by moving the conversation to the 
lobby. 

Chatty Neighbour 
Your Chattiness: Chatty persons should be alert to 
stares and grim looks from neighbours and be prepared 
to stop talking upon seeing them. 

Someone Elseôs Chattiness: Politely ask the talkers to 
conclude their conversation after worship. During the 
coffee hour, approach them with a cookie to mend any 
offence they may have felt. 

Cameras 
Your Camera: Ask if cameras are allowed. If so, 
unobtrusively and discreetly position yourself out of the 
line of sight of other worshippers. Be aware of the filmôs 
exposure number and avoid jarring auto-rewind noises. 
Flash cameras are strictly taboo. 

Someone Elseôs Camera: Politely offer to show the 
photographer where to stand to get the shot without 
obstructing worship. 

Sound System Feedback 
Your Sound System: If you wear a hearing aid you 
essentially have a sound system in your ear. If people 
around you are wincing, your hearing aid may be 
squealing. (You may not hear it yourself if your hearing 
is very poor.) Hearing aid squealing is caused by an 
improper fit, a tuning problem, or even wax build up in 
your ear. Perhaps turn down (or off) your hearing aid 
until you can get it adjusted, and ask the minister for a 
written copy of the sermon after the service. Some 
churches provide FM headsets, which are helpful: the 
sound comes directly from the microphone, so ambient 
noise is filtered out. 

Someone Elseôs Sound System: Ministers and worship 
leaders do their best to avoid microphone feedback and 
keep the appropriate mood for worship. If the problem is 
ongoing the sound system settings may need to be 
adjusted. (Avoid the temptation to fiddle with the dials if 
you donôt know what youôre doing.) If necessary, the 
preacher may switch off the sound system and invite the 
congregation to move closer. 

Ferret Gets Loose in the Sanctuary 
Your Ferret: Why are you bringing a ferret to church? 
What are you, nuts? Shame on you! 

Someone Elseôs Ferret: If you are wearing trousers, tuck 
them into your socks. Try to remember whether you 
have been vaccinated against rabies. You might choose 
to say something like, ñBrothers and sisters in Christ, 
please pardon my interruption of worship but there 
seems to be a ferret crawling up my leg.ò Or 
ñAAAAAIIIGGGHHH!ò Your choice. 

The Unofficial United Church Handbook 

 

 

DONATE  YOUR CANADIAN TIRE  

MONEY TO THE CHURCH  

We collect Canadian Tire money! Bring 
your Canadian Tire money to the church 
(box at church entrances or put through 
church office mail slot) or mail it to the 
office. ñMoneyò collected will be used by the church for 
maintenance and janitorial supplies. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

District Deliverers 
To keep costs down, The Messenger and 
other church correspondence is delivered to 
our church family by a district system. The 
greater Moncton area is divided into 
districts and volunteers deliver the church 
correspondence to members and adherents of Wesley. If 
you have been receiving church correspondence by 
Canada Post, your district needs a deliverer. Contact the 
church office to volunteer. 

Committees Members 
Various committees of the church could use 
some help. If you are interested in mission 
outreach, Christian Development, Sunday 
School, pastoral care or property, speak to 
Dr. Phil, any member of the Board or contact the church 
office. 

 

BE A GREEN ENTHUSIAST  

Help us recycle and raise funds at the 
same time! 

The church accepts the following: 
- newsprint, including slick inserts 
- telephone books, - magazines and 
catalogues 
- ñjunk mailò (including envelopes, light card stock) 
- restaurant take-out drink trays 

You may leave your items outside the second set of 
doors on Dufferin St. which is will soon be named 
Entrance G. 

We also collect returnable beverage containers. 

 

The magical dust of Christmas glittered on the 
cheeks of humanity ever so briefly,  
reminding us of what is worth having  

and what we were intend ed to be.  
Max Lucado 

 


